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Aims for the Follow-Up Course

• A brief re-visit to semantics 
• Recap of the Garrett Model
• Recap of the colour coding, shapes and thematic roles used in Colourful 

Semantics
• Recap of the mantras
• Benefits of Colourful Semantics
• Questioning around the colour coding
• The Blank Language Model

• Practical implementation considerations

• How Colourful Semantics can be embedded across the curriculum

• Delivering Interventions

• Resources and Sharing Good Practice

• Useful Links
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The giant kids’ playground or the 

giant kid’s playground?
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The Garrett Model (how we move from having an idea to saying a sentence)

MOTOR LEVEL

FUNCTIONAL LEVEL 

If any levels in 

this language 

model are 

affected or 

delayed, the 

model structure 

breaks down.

ARTICULATORY/PHONETIC 

LEVEL (SPEECH

POSITIONAL LEVEL 

MESSAGE LEVEL
Idea of what I want to say + 

the content

DEEP SEMANTIC STRUCTURE

Verb semantics + lexical (key 

vocab) selection

SURFACE GRAMMAR 

STRUCTURE + choosing 

sound pattern of word

Planning the speech output

Articulating all the words
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Speech and Language Unit Sayings

“Can I have a 

wobbly plate?”

“Wipe your 

weepers, Miss 

Shortland”.

“I like a cup of 

teapot”.

“Me ‘ome. 

Tar. Tee”.
“Mary got goldfish 

and baby”.
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“Put your cup on 

the tray”.

(train track)



Think of the students you want to target.  

What are their presenting difficulties? 
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The Colour Coding, Shapes and Thematic Roles

What like Whose
Increase verb 

& noun 

variety (‘is’)

how
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Who? The subject of the sentence –

People e.g. man, woman, girl, boy, baby

Occupations e.g. vet, teacher, doctor, dentist

Characters e.g. The Gruffalo, Harry Potter, 

Peter Rabbit, Shrek (personifications)

NOT animals
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Doing what? - Verbs or action words

• ‘stand alone’ verbs e.g. run, sit

• verbs associated with an object e.g. 

wash (car), brush (hair)

• different tenses (past, present, future)

• ‘is’ (copula: links the subject of a sentence to a subject 

complement) 
is 
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With or to what? The object in the sentence

Objects and animals -

The boy read the book.  

The rabbit ate the grass. 
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Where? Location/place and prepositions. 

e.g. in the car, on the table, outside the 
gate, at the park, under the chair
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Who to the indirect objects of the sentence

- e.g. The girl gave flowers to her mother.

When - the time word in the sentence

- e.g. yesterday, last week, at the weekend, 
tomorrow, next, on Saturday
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Basic Colour Coding

Question word Colour coding Example

Who? Orange Ben is giving the biscuit to the 

dog in the kitchen.

(What) doing? Yellow Ben is giving the biscuit to the 

dog in the kitchen.

What? Green Ben is giving the biscuit to the 

dog in the kitchen.

Where? Blue Ben is giving the biscuit to the 

dog in the kitchen.

To Who (m)? Pink Ben is giving the biscuit to the 

dog in the kitchen.
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Other information Question Colour/shape

Adjective/concept What like?
(feelings, physical attributes & 

characteristics)

Adverb (time) When? Brown 

Adverb (manner) How? Black

Cause and effect Why? Purple arrow  

Sentence joining Joining up words Purple rectangle

Auxiliary verbs Little ‘doing’ words Yellow +  

Possessives Whose?
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Full mantra (use with MAKATON signs to increase visual cues)

• Orange words tell us WHO 

• Yellow words tell us what they are DOING 

• Green words tell us WHAT 

• Blue words tell us WHERE 

• Pink words tell us WHO TO (WHOM)

• Brown words tell us WHEN

• Black words tell us HOW 

• Purple words tell us WHY [& join words together] 

• Cloud words tell us WHAT is it LIKE 

• Star words tell us WHOSE
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• Improves confidence 
Improves language skills - using longer sentences

● Expands vocabulary
● Introduces adjectives, prepositions, adverbs
● Helps answer ‘wh’ questions
● Can be transferred to written sentences
● Can help reading comprehension
● Can help with storytelling (spoken and written)
● Uses different modalities to learn about making 

sentences.

Benefits of Colourful Semantics: 

Claire Shortland ITS CS 2021



Claire Shortland ITS CS 2021



Sentences to colour code

1. Dad washed the car.
2. Jump on the mat.
3. The biscuit fell on the floor.
4. She is happy.
5. He is giving a sweet to the girl.
6. Find my coat.
7. The brick sank because it was heavy.
8. He is looking under the car.
9. Paint a big picture.
10.We stopped because we were tired.
11.He ate his pudding with a spoon.
12.Yesterday I went to the shops.

Now practise questioning around the sentence structure. This is a valuable assessment tool 
to establish understanding and use of the colour coding and thematic roles.
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Dr. Marion Blank is the creator of the Reading Kingdom reading programme. 

She is a developmental psychologist with a specialisation in language and 

learning who has spent over forty years studying how children learn 

language, in both its spoken and written forms. Dr. Blank has developed a 

unique and comprehensive model for teaching reading that is based on six 

critical skills. Two are physical skills: the visual sequencing skills for reading 

the fine motor performance for writing and four are language skills: 

phonology, semantics, syntax (word order) and discourse( written or 

verbal debate). This model allows reading to be taught to a wide variety of 

children, including those for whom reading attainment is highly problematic 

such as non-verbal autistic children.

The Blank Language Model
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Looking at these descriptors, 
what level are your children at? 
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Blank Level One

• Naming an object

• Finding things by name

• Matching
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Blank Level 2

• Features of an object, characteristics, function 

• ‘Wh’ questions who, doing what, where, (not ‘why’)

• Sorting

• Same vs different

• Things that belong together e.g. knife and ………
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Blank Level 3

• Re-telling events

• Predictions – what next?

- what others may say?

• Negatives

• Feelings

• Follow/give a set of instructions

Claire Shortland ITS CS 2021



Blank Level 4

• ‘why’ questions

• problem solving

• justifications
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Examples of Colourful Semantics in the classroom.
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Examples of Colourful Semantics in the classroom.
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Examples of Colourful Semantics in the classroom.
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An example of building up the sentences.
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Resources to Support Colourful SemanticsClaire Shortland ITS CS 2021



Activity 

• Have a look at these resources. Work out what colour coding can be 
achieved from the activities.  How could the activity be adapted to 
include Colourful Semantics?
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Colourful Semantics in the Curriculum

EYFS - Development Matters
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Colourful Semantics in the Curriculum

EYFS - Development Matters
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Colourful Semantics in the Curriculum

EYFS - Development Matters
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Colourful Semantics in the Curriculum

EYFS - Development Matters
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Colourful Semantics in the Curriculum

EYFS - Development Matters
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Colourful Semantics in the Curriculum

Year 1 – Reading - Comprehension
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Colourful Semantics in the Curriculum

Year 1 –Writing - Composition
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EYFS, KS1 and KS2 
Cross-Curricular 

Topics



In The Forest
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Writing A Recount for 
Making A Smoothie
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Colourful Semantics in the Curriculum

Year 2 – Writing - Composition
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Colourful Semantics in the Curriculum

Lower Key Stage 2 – Writing - Composition
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Year 3 – Escape To Pompeii
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Who is the main character in the story?

TranioClaire Shortland ITS CS 2021



Who was Tranio’s father?

Dion
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Where is  the story set?

Naples
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What does Tranio listen to?

The noise humming from bars, 

taverns and shops and the busy

tradesmen.
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What happened when Tranio was at the 

theatre?

Mount Vesivius erupted.
Claire Shortland ITS CS 2021



What was the bird like? 

What did it do?

A small bird hanging in a cage

chirped frantically…
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Colourful Semantics in the Curriculum

Upper Key Stage 2 – Writing - Composition



PIVATS – Speaking P3
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PIVATS – Speaking P8
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Delivering Interventions 

• What school-based interventions are you using in school?

• What were the challenges and positives encountered when 
setting up the intervention? 

• How did you adapt them?

• How would you adapt them now using Colourful Semantics?
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Speaking Intervention Nov 2020
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Speaking Intervention Nov 2020
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Story Telling 

• Colourful Semantics works really well to support story telling/ 
narrative work

• How could Colourful Semantics support story telling/narrative work in 
these texts?  

1 2
3

4

5
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Pie Corbett – Talk for Writing Story Maps
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Narrative resources

Bookmarks to support reading. 
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Telling News

• Very difficult for non-verbal children or children with limited speech
and language development or delay

• How can Colourful Semantics support this?
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Special events 

http://integratedtreatmentservices.co.uk/?resource=colourful-semantics-halloween

http://integratedtreatmentservices.co.uk/?resource=colourful-semantics-christmas-activities

http://integratedtreatmentservices.co.uk/?resource=colourful-semantics-bonfire-night
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P.E.

• P.E is a good subject area for Colourful Semantics as it is about people 
doing actions 

• Take pictures of the children doing sports and then describe them 

• Use the symbols as instructions for the children to follow 
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Life Skills 

• Cooking – what did you make and how did you make it?

• Shopping  - where did you go and what did you buy?
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Snack Time 

• Don’t forget you can also use the pictures to give instructions as 
well as describe what is happening. 
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Aiding recall of new information

Short, balding,  clever, 

good communicator

Churchill

1874-1965

Led country. Smoked 

cigars

Prime Minister

10, Downing Street

• Who was he?

• When did he live?

• What did he do?

• What was his job?

• Where was his office?

• What was he like?
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Plan for my day …….

are we going ...

will be there? we are going ...

what will we do?...
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Useful Links
• Integrated Treatment Services https://integratedtreatmentservices.co.uk/

• Blacksheep Press BSP, speech & language resources for schools, therapists & 
parents (blacksheeppress.co.uk)

• Twinkl https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-1653-make-a-sentence-who-
what-doing-where

• ican Home (ican.org.uk)

• Elklan Elklan Training Ltd - the speech and language trainers

• PECS Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS)® | Pyramid Educational 
Consultants UK (pecs-unitedkingdom.com)

• MVDP Home (makaton.org)

• National Autistic Society National Autistic Society - Autism support - leading UK 
charity

• Pie Corbett Outstanding Teacher Training - Talk for Writing (talk4writing.com)
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